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April 23, 1996

Mr. Ira Fishman
Federal Communications CommissIOn
Specia.l Counsel
1919 M Street mv, Room ti.i.4
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Fishman:
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'. CHt~ - ). ,', (

I want to take this opportunity to than.k you fo',Your graciouB accomm.odation of our
unscheduled meeting last Tuesday. We were not expecting to meet with you at that
time but were only hopeful to schedule a meeting before leaving Washington, DC.

Since we did not get a c':Jance tv spend much time explaining the background of how
GHz Equipment Co., Inc. ("GEC") got where it is today, I have prepared a brief
history of our company for your review. I have also included some background
information on the wireless ~able industry with emphfl.sis on local multi -channel
distribution servjee ("LMDS"). Also enclosed ~.l) :} folder which we use m our
business to int:tOfhlce pohmtia.l ('ust0m~rrs to IJEC which includes info:rmation on II

. h dId' ,.v~{.'*('"l" 1eqUIpment we ave eve ope . ,_ )f: /,/~""_ (J'( r- h'~: fl.c~' /
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Our meeting with Rodney Small, Charles Is-emdn and Mike Marcus in the office~f'a..·. ((­
Engineering and Technology was very helpful. We discussed two alternatives for ':';) If' T

licensing the spectrum for the educational use reviewed with you in our meeting., /r ~ Ci;7 .'
ot<'1"

" I.
One alterna~i~e_vv.Q.uld..h£Lt!Lhav_e~~ommercial operating companies own the lice:n~s '<J~ . "--r.r/
with a requlreIll.~nt ofprov~ding a le~.~! of,s_~rYi<::_e~!C?,publi~s_ in their s~ryj.~e '(; ~~vA('
areas. Under thiS alternative, GEe would seek a&ioneels Prefer-e ~ense >'. 1'. /,

in Los Angeles and become one of the operatingco~' nticipated that &.;.;/

the licenses would be auctioned to commercial companies at a reduced fee to reflect
the reuse of spectrum made available to public schools as opposed to being used in
commercial applications as well as the cost of providing transmission and receive
capabilities to schools and other public institutions.

r'A\Another alternative would be to al~ocateth;~~-~~non-profit organizations t Ij"

and public institutions in much tlle same rasman as the ITFS licenses are handled 1)f"J1~

with MMDS. J~ 1.-

'~ . V;f/
Since our meetings at the Commission, we have decided not to prepare a petition forr;~"4:Jc::: Ie..,
a Pioneer's Preference. Instead, we think the public would be best served if the 71 J
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Commission set aside 1000 MHz between 4M 41.5 GHz for ed al use
similar to the ITFS'rre ue - UH~. Educational In u Ions and .
-;aiicationai-~- organiza~ions cou d ,then apply for this spectrum to fa~ilit£~
the completion of the "Information SuperhIghway" to schools. We came to thIS ;' ,­
conclusion for the following reasons:

2.

3.

4.

Since the NPRM at 40 GHz is already underway, meeting the requirement of
requesting a new service through an NPRM proceeding appeared more
complicated and difficult than our resources would allow.

A conditional license requiring the commercial operator holding the license to
provide services to schools would be difficult to administer and enforce.

The time required to obtain a Pioneer's Preference and to get rules and
licenses issued through the NPRM process would likely be far greater than
under a set-aside for education approach.

Actual service to schools would commence much more quickly through the
set-aside approach than if the licenses were owned by commercial operating
compames.

We would be happy to discuss this further with you. Ifyou agree with our
recommended approach, we are assuming that we would need to expand our
comments in the rulemaking proceeding at 40 GHz describing in greater detail our
recommendation for a set-aside and explaining the way the service would be
delivered for education as well as for commercial use. I have enclosed a copy of our
comments on the NPRM for your reference.

We are anxious to move forward as soon as possible. Please contact me with your
suggestions.

Sincerely,

~~~~~
Steven P. Seiter
President

SPS/dwa
Enclosures
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